
The art of mindful spending: 
Avoiding post-holiday 
financial stress

As you deck your halls with boughs of holly, it’s worth considering how your festive spending 
habits can impact your wallet. That’s where mindful spending comes in. Many of us are familiar 
with the financial stress that can follow a holiday season of unchecked spending. From gifts to 
decorations, parties to travel, the costs add up quickly and can leave us starting the new year 
in a less-than-ideal fiscal position. Mindful spending is an approach that encourages us to be 
more deliberate about our purchases, considering not just our own financial health, but also 
the broader impact of our consumption.



Understanding the 
cost-of-living crisis 

To fully grasp the concept of mindful spending during the holiday season, it’s essential 
to first understand the current economic landscape. Specifically, the cost-of-living 
crisis that’s impacting families worldwide. The cost-of-living crisis refers to a situation 
in which the basic costs of maintaining an average standard of living – such as housing, 
food, transportation, and healthcare – are steadily increasing. This often happens at a 
rate that outpaces wage growth, making it harder for individuals and families to meet 
their basic needs.

The impact of this crisis on holiday spending cannot be overstated. With the cost of 
everyday essentials skyrocketing, households are left with less disposable income for 
discretionary spending. As a result, families might find it more difficult to afford holiday 
festivities, including gifts, decorations, and special meals. This can lead to financial 
strain and stress, taking away from the joy and relaxation that the holiday season 
should bring.

Avoiding post-holiday 
financial stress 

In addition to being kinder to our planet, adopting a sustainable holiday approach can 
help stave off the dreaded post-holiday financial stress. By being more mindful about 
our spending and choosing more sustainable options, we can reduce our holiday 
expenses and start the new year off on a stronger financial footing. Remember, it’s not 
about depriving ourselves or our loved ones. It’s about making thoughtful decisions 
that balance our desire to celebrate the season with our long-term financial and 
environmental goals.



The cost-of-living crisis and 
post-holiday financial stress 

When the cost-of-living rises, many people feel pressured to maintain their usual holiday 
spending habits, despite having less money to work with. This can lead to overspending 
and accumulating debt, setting the stage for financial stress once the holidays are over.

After all, when January rolls around, the bills will still need to be paid, and any debt 
incurred over the holidays will need to be addressed. For those already struggling with 
the cost-of-living crisis, this can create a cycle of financial stress that’s difficult to break 
free from. Understanding this relationship between the cost-of-living crisis and post-
holiday financial stress is the first step towards embracing sustainable holidays and 
practicing mindful spending.

While the holidays bring joy and warmth, they can also bring financial challenges that 
compromise your financial wellbeing. The pressure to buy gifts, host parties, or take 
vacations can lead to overspending and, ultimately, financial stress.  This issue is often 
exacerbated by the societal expectation to create the ‘perfect’ holiday experience. 
Consequently, many people end up taking on extra debt or dipping into their savings, 
thereby undermining their financial stability.

Managing holiday expenses can be a daunting task, particularly in the context of a cost-
of-living crisis. But with sound financial wellbeing, it becomes more manageable. When 
we talk about financial wellbeing, we are referring to the ability to comfortably meet 
all financial commitments and needs, without undue stress. This means having a clear 
understanding of your income and outgoings, as well as being prepared for unexpected 
costs. Such an understanding allows you to plan and budget for the holidays effectively, 
ensuring that the season of giving doesn’t become a season of financial strain.



The art of 
mindful spending 

Mindful spending might seem like a fancy term, but it’s quite simple. It refers to the 
practice of being fully aware and intentional about where your money goes. Instead of 
making impulsive purchases, you plan ahead, prioritise needs over wants, and ensure 
every purchase aligns with your financial goals and values. Particularly during the holiday 
season, mindful spending can be a powerful tool for managing your budget and avoiding 
post-holiday financial stress.

The festive season is often synonymous with excess spending, leading to a financial 
hangover in January. However, by practicing mindful spending, you can still enjoy the 
festive cheer without straining your finances. This approach encourages you to take a 
step back, evaluate the necessity of each potential purchase, and consider alternatives 
that might bring equal or more joy without the hefty price tag.

Potential consequences 
of compromised 
financial wellbeing

The consequences of compromised financial wellbeing during the holiday season can 
extend far beyond January. Increased debts and depleted savings can lead to long-term 
financial strain far beyond the festive season. Furthermore, financial stress can have 
serious implications for mental health, potentially leading to anxiety, depression, or other 
mental health issues. Indeed, financial worries can cast a long shadow, turning what 
should be a happy and relaxing time into a source of stress and anxiety.



Tips for practicing mindful spending 
during the holiday season

Adopting mindful spending might seem challenging at first, but with some practical 
strategies, it becomes easier. Here are a few tips to get you started:

•	 Create a budget: Before the holiday season begins, establish a clear budget for gifts, 
decorations, meals, and other festive expenses. Stick to this budget as closely as 
possible.

•	 Prioritise needs over wants: In the heat of holiday shopping, it’s easy to lose sight of 
what’s necessary and what’s not. Always ask yourself if the purchase is a need or a 
want before proceeding.

•	 Plan ahead: Avoid last-minute shopping rushes which can lead to impulsive buying. 
Start planning your holiday purchases well in advance, keeping an eye out for deals 
and discounts.

•	 Reflect on past spending: Look back at your spending habits during previous 
holidays. Identify any patterns of overspending and work on addressing them this 
year.

•	 Ditch the credit cards: If possible, use cash or debit cards for holiday shopping. This 
can help keep your spending within limit and avoid the temptation to overspend.

Remember, the goal isn’t to eradicate all holiday spending. It’s about making conscious 
decisions, cutting unnecessary expenses, and focusing on the experiences and 
memories that truly matter for a fulfilling and financially stress-free holiday season.



Sustainable gifting: A step 
towards mindful spending 

The holiday season, known for its abundance and excess, can be the perfect time to 
start implementing these principles. Sustainable gifting is more than just a trend; it’s 
a meaningful shift towards a more conscious and thoughtful way of celebrating the 
holidays.

There are several practical ways to apply mindful spending strategies for the 2023 
festive period. Firstly, consider homemade gifts. They are not only cost-effective but 
also impart a personal touch that store-bought items often can’t match. You could 
bake cookies, craft a photo album, or knit a scarf, for example.

Secondly, consider experiences rather than physical gifts. A picnic in the park, 
a movie night at home, or a promise to help with a house project can be more 
meaningful and memorable than tangible presents. These types of gifts also 
encourage quality time together, which is invaluable.

Lastly, advocate for a family gift exchange limit. This strategy helps everyone save 
money and reduces the pressure of having to buy gifts for multiple people. It also 
encourages creativity and thoughtfulness in gift-giving since the focus shifts from 
quantity to quality.



The long-term benefits 
of mindful spending 

Mindful spending encourages us to prioritise 
needs over wants, to consider the long-
term impacts of our purchases, and to make 
decisions that align with our financial goals 
and values. During the holiday season, this 
could mean opting for sustainable gifts, 
setting and sticking to a budget, or simply 
reassessing what truly brings us joy. However, 
the benefits of mindful spending extend far 
beyond just the festive period.

Take a step towards mindful spending, creating a positive impact on our finances 
and the environment alike. Here are some practical tips for reducing waste and 
promoting sustainability during the festive period:

•	 DIY Gifts: Handmade presents like knitwear, baked goods or craft items are not 
only personal and thoughtful but also reduce packaging waste.

•	 Experience gifts: Instead of physical items, why not gift experiences? Tickets to 
concerts, cooking classes or a relaxing spa day make memorable gifts without 
the unnecessary packaging.

•	 Green wrapping: Consider eco-friendly wrapping options such as reusable cloth 
wraps or recycled paper to cut down on paper waste. You could even get creative 
with newspaper or old maps!

•	 Support local: Buying from local artisans and small businesses not only supports 
the local economy but also cuts down on emissions from shipping.



Contact HealthHero today for more on where to go for further support.

Practicing mindful spending 
beyond the holidays

Improving your financial wellbeing is a journey, and every step towards mindful 
spending is a step in the right direction. So, whether you’re deciding on gifts or 
planning your weekly grocery shopping, keeping the principles of mindful spending 
in mind can make a substantial difference. 


